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MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

are found mainly in orchards and woods, but the larvae of some
species live on low plants.

As checks, one finds several Hymenopterous parasites which
lay their eggs either in the eggs or larvae of Chrysopids. Numbers
of the flies are often seen in spiders' webs, and a few may be
eaten by birds, but they are probably distasteful owing to their
disgusting smell.

Very little systematic work of a comprehensive nature has
been done recently on the Chrysopidce. Schneider mono-
graphed the family in 1851. Since then, Navas has published
notes on various species and he gives a table of genera and
species in Broteria 9.

The best British work is still that of MacLachlan (1868),
There are thirteen species of CJirysopa and two of Nothochrysa
found in Britain.

The family is of considerable economic importance, since
the larvae prey entirely upon Aphids, Coccids, etc.

APOCHRYSID^.
Very like Chrysopidae, but there is no transverse veinlet
near the base of the subcostal area.
The Apochrysidce are exotic forms about which very little
appears to be known. In life-history, as also in general
appearance, they probably approach the Chrysopids, with
which they have been classed by most authors.
The antennae are sometimes exceedingly long. The wings
are very like those of Chrysopids, but there is a tendency to
reduction in the width of the hind-wings. There are three or
even four gradate series, and often curious " blisters " occur
upon the wings. References to this family will be found under
Chrysopidce.
MANTI&PIDJE.
Prothorax long, fore-legs raptorial.
This family is distributed throughout the tropics, but a few
species are found in warm temperate regions. Mantispids
(Plate IV, Fig. 7) might easily be mistaken for Mantids, to